
• 

• 

THE JOURNAL OF THE 

AUSTRALIAN 

CENTRE FOR UFO STUDIES 

Pub I i shed by: 
The Australian Centre for UFO Studies 
P . 0 . Box 546 Gosford, N SW 2250 Australia 

Registered for posting as a Publication - Category B 



rH� JOUR�.Azla OF Jti� ..... AUSTBJAt-JfN CENTRf_fJ!_R UFJl sruD.!fS4- Vo�wm£ 2. ,N u�PJE z, 

�arch/April 1981. 
(C) No part of this publication may be reproduced without prior. written consent 

of ACUFOS, except for UFO organisations. Credit must be given. 

Item. 

Editorial 

Lobbying: Some Personal Thoughts 

Ten Reasons For Studying UFOs. 

I N 0 E X 

Author. 

H. Griesberg & K. Basterfield 

John Prytz 

Mark Moravec 

An Extraordinary Incident - Or an 
Extraordinarily Poorly Investigated Event Keith Basterfield 

Bill Chalker The 1965 Canberra Airport UFO/Mariner IV myth 

Selecting the Best Australian Cases Michael Hough 

Historical Reports in Australia - Part 2 Bill Chalker 
Update on the Australian Entity Study Group 

UFO Research Australia Newsletter 

Nc:w Publications from ACUFOS 

ACUFOS Bibliography service John P rytz 

Pages. 

1 

2-� 

4 

4-6 

6-7 

8-9 

10-11 

12 

12 

12 

12-15 

-----------------

Editorial. by H. Griesberg & K. Basterfield. 

At UFOCON 5 held in Canberra last year, Colin Phillips of UFO Research (QLD) 
reminded us that there have been many fascinating close encounters within Australia 
in the past. If we were asked to name some of the more interesting cases we would 
include the following: 

9 June 54, Dandenong VIC - Two teenage girls reported observing a cylindrical 
object 20 metres away from them. 

22 April 55, Tintinara SA - A metallic silver sphere paced a motor car. 

13 March 59, Purnong aanding SA - An illuminated dome resting on the ground was 
observed at close range by two men. 

15 February 63, Moe VIC - Two farmers watched a thick grey disc moving soundlessly. 

2 4 �lay 65, Eton Ridge QLO - T hree men noticed a strange luminous "machine" hovering 
near the ground. 

19 January 66, Tully ULD - A blue-grey object rose from a lagoon area where a 
10 metre circle of dead reeds was later found. 

One problem which presents itself is that unlike today when one can request 
a copy of an interesting well documented case from the ACUFOS Central Library, 
the details of old cases are scattered far and wide. 
Many are known to us only from a brief article which appeared in a current UFO 
magazine, others are practically hearsay. 

A few were quite well documented but with the passing of time the whereabouts 
of the investigator's report has been lost. 

One project arising from discussions at UFOCON 5 was the collection of 
documentation on Australia's ten best UFO events. It is intended to collect and 
publish the best material available for all to share and be aware of. To do this 
we appeal to researchers and groups to peruse their files and to come forward 
with material which has not been widely published especially cases of great interest 
and particularly if they are of the calibre of those listed above. Items may be 
directed to ACUFOS P.O. Box 546 GOSFORO NSW 2250. 
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Lobbying: Some Personal Thoughts by John Prytz. 

Mu ch ado was made at UFOCON 5 (Canberra, ACT 1980) about isolating and 
do cumenting the ten best UFO cases/re ports in Australasia. The idea behind defining 
su ch a portfolio of UFO eviden ce was that it would provide some high caliber 
ammunition for ufologists to present to some undefined powers-that-be the reality 
that the "UFO problem" was indeed a problem - a s cienti fie mystery of th.e first 
order, whi ch those undefined powers-that-be should take with a degree of 
seriousness. The benefits, �lthough not stated clearly, are fairly obvious. 

What was not stated, but contem piated an� implied, was the use of this 
do cument as a fo cal point in a traditional lobbying effort, in this case for and 
on behalf of the UFO phenomenae Also left hanging in mid-air was how this lobbying 
a ctivity was to be condu cted. 

Over the last cou ple of years, the author has gained some first-hand experience 
in the "how to" of lobbying for a cause. Although this goal had nothing to do with 
the UFO problem, the prin ci ples involved could well a p ply toward that area of 
a ctivity. I� the author's parti cular case, the final goal was not attained - yet. -
However, ma-ny intermediate goals/obje ctives were realised, so one could not 
argue the lobbying was totally unsu c cessful. Sin ce some degree of su c cess did come 
to hand, the ex perien ces and methodology le�rned - the hard way via the seat 
of the pants - will be passed on (for what it is worth) along with what the 
pros pe ctive lobbier can ex pe ct (in a general sort of way) before trodding the 
same path. 

Although it is im possible to state a formal methodology; list of "do's and 
don'ts", as ea ch case is of course unique, some guidelines do suggest themselves, 
and for the most part con cern themselves with the traditiona·l11who, what, where, 
when & why" o I would add to that 11 will'' by the way� Most of those questioning 
words will need answering before you even start. 

A logi cal first question whi ch needs to be answered ie "what11 are you 
lobbying for? "what" do you want? T his must be set out in detail, not in vague 
and gener�l terms. Further, r'what0 resour ces (time, money, equi pment, man power, 
s pa ce, et c) will be required to the best of your knowledge? "What" are the odds 
of su c cess if you attain what you are asking for ? -"What11 benefits are likely to 
a ccure? Be pre pared to argue "what" the gains are for those who you will lobby 
and defend against 11what1' is in ·it f.or you� 

You must de cide in advan ce "who" to lobby. Is it going to be politi cal 
figures? If so, lo cal, state, national and/or international politi cians? Will it 
be both Government and O pposition, or one only? Will it be blanket coverage 
or sele ct individuals? Will you start at the bottom (ba ck ben chers) or shoot 
straight for the to p? Will the lobbying be via letter, petitions, personal 
audien ces or a possible combination of these? 

Perha ps it will be s c�entifi c, business, and/or community organisations. 
If so, lo cal, national or international? Private or government bodies? Tha. 

organisation itself or individuals within that organisation(s)? 
Lobbying a ctivities can be carried out via the media. Should you seek 

ttoverage through news pa pers or journals? Should you seek out parti cular well 
known journalists or try for 11 pot lu ck11? Will you present your case through 
letters to the editor, arti cles (either submitted yourself or through a professional 
journalist writer), or via press statements. Will you seek out personal 
interviews? Should you con centrate on l o cal, national or even international 
media avenues? Should you try for coverage via the ele ctroni c media (radio �nd/or 

. _television) in addition or as o p posed to the print media? Maybe you should 
�dvertise your case to insure getting your cas� within the publi c's eye, 

s cientists eye, politi cian's eye, et c. 
· 

Perha ps the 11who" will be in various combinations, where ea ch positive 
res ponse/result will be played as an e�tra selling point fpr una p proa ched or 
un com mit'ted ''who' s:•. Inter plays between the politi cal; s cientifi c and publi c 
(media) arenas can clearly demonstrate that the total is indeed more than the 
sum of the partst 

"1.J.Jhere1' is the goal dire· ct(?d? Will it be lo cal, state, national,_ lOO% foreign 
or international? The Hwhat11 and .nwho" partly determine the 11where11 as resour ces 
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May be beyond the means of an area or otherwise restri cted in a geogra phi cal 
sense, and "who11 (in parti cular a politi cal figure or organisation con cened) 
also defines a awhere"

. 
(just as the "where" can define "who" to lobby). 

S peaking of "where", it can always be good poli cy to play on lo cal, state, 
or national pride� in parti cular where politi cians are con cerned. 

" When" is another term you must address. Is your goal short term, long term, 
or on-going? Can it be done anytime? Is it time restri cted? Is there urgen cy? 
How long will the proje ct you desire take? 

Most important perha ps is 11why1'. "Why" should "who'' you lobby do what you 
wish them to do? What will be a c com plished or could be a ccom plished that will 
not otherwise be the case? wili the a ccom plishment, if realised, be of pure or 
a p plied benefit? The answer to that question can influen ce "whorr you lobby. 

And while on questions of a ;'will" nature, ask yourself "will" yo.ur goal 
ha p pen irregardless of lobbying? If so, save your time, money and energy. 

" Will" the benefits, resour ces needed, et c. be what I say they will? That 
brings u p  the point of personal credibility. You must est§blish your personal 
credentials and not be afraid or too shy to flog them. Sell yourself as you would 

try to do in a job interview� A rotten salesman with a su perior produ ct does 
worse than a su perior salesman with a rotten produ ct� Therefore, you must es pe ci­
ally exhibit the powers of self� convi ction in your beliefs before you can· convin ce 
the powers-that-be that they showld share the same degree of enthusiasm. 
Establish that if you were they, you wouldn't hesitate for. a moment to jump 

into the pond feet first and fully clothed. Be as enthusiasti c as you really 
are - and you must be enthusiasti c if you follow through a lobbying effort -
but don't overdo it and lead one to question your sanity and/or honesty� 
There is always a fine dividing linet Attempt where possible to obtain personal 
audien ces. Anyone can bullshit on pa per, but it takes a master to do it fa ce to 
fa ce, and that cuts both wayst 

Selling yourself, hen ce your beli efs and goals, is not of course to say 
the produ ct is not im portantt The credibility of the produ ct is of the utmost 
importan cet Hen ce, in the case of UFO CON 5, there i� a need to establish and 
do cument the '1 best of the best". 

Further, if possible, show that you are not lobbying for a pre ceden ce; 
that whoever you are asking to sti ck their neck out on your behalf won' t 
have been the first to either attem pt and/or argue on your behalf the parti culars 
that turn you on. Use whatever psy chologi cal weapons are at your disposalt 
In short, play politi cs. 

Finally, whether through letters� phone calls, personal visits and 
interviews, demonstrations, arti cles et c., be pre p ared for: 
A) failure ( partial or total); b) disa p pointment; c ) broken promises; 

d) a la ck of the degree of interest and enthusiasm you personally have and feel 
within those you a p pron ch; e) many hours of work; f) many personal dollars 
committed toward your goal; and above all g) pr�bably little or no thanks 
from those who on the surfa ce share your goals ex ce pt when it comes down 
to the 11nitty-gritty"t 

If you are pre pared in advan ce for the above, you are already well down 
the pathway to a rewarding (at best) and edu cational (at the least) ex perien ce. 
The odds are sta cked against you before you startt Why? Be cause as Mark Twain 

on ce stated "when it's stc:amboat time you steamboat"t If you have to even 
contem plate an engagement in lobbying, then it's not "steamboat time" yet. 
Only efforts akin to your's will make it "steamboat time". Therefore, you may 
as well think big and rea ch for the sky. You have only the status quo to lose 
(whi ch is nothing - otherwise you wouldn't lobby) and everything to gain. 
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Ten Reasons for studying UFOs. by Mark �1orave c .. 

1� To find out if there is intelligent life in the universe and if it is 
visiting us. 

2D To advan ce our te chnologi cal and s cientifi c a chievements by studying the 
physi cal as pe cts of UFOs su ch as possible pro pulsion systems, ele ctromagneti c 
effe cts and physi cal tra ces� 

3� To advan ce our understanding of the human mind by studying the psy chologi cal 
effe cts of UFOs on hum an beings. 

4. To advan ce our understanding of human grou p behaviour by studying UFO 
cults and so cial movements. 

5. To find out if the UFO phenomen6n is altering or dire cting the course of 
human history by its intervention in our affairs; and .to determine the 
potential so cial, cultural, politi cal, religious and e conomi c impli cations 
df su ch an intervention. 

6 .  To advan ce our kno wledge and a p pli cation of human medi cine by studying the 
physiologi cal effe cts of UFOs (su ch as a p parent injuries and healings ) 
on human beings. 

7. To advan ce our unde�standing of extrasensory per ce ption and other paranormal 
phenomena by studying the paranormal as pe ct of UFO re ports. 

B. To put at easo the fears and anxieties of U FO witnesses by providing an 
ex planation of the ex perien ces they have undergone� 

9. To advan ce our understanding of the unive: 'e by looking at the way UFOs 
challenge our current con ce ptions of reality. 

10. To develo p ne w methodologies for tho s cientifi c study of elusive, 
short-lived phenomena. 

An Extraordinill:,Y_2_n c:hdent - Or an Extraordinarilv Poorly Investigated Event? 

by Ke; th_ Basterfield. 

Whilst re-.rending "Fl;,ing Snucerv: the startling evid en ce of the invasion 
from outer s pa ce11 b y Coral Lorenzen I came a cross an Australian event whi ch 
11 d heard of but never bothered to lco.< at before, as I'd considered it a 
11 c las·si c" in cident - a UFO beyond a doubto However u pon reading the details 
con cerned, a nagging doubt crossed my mind and I resear ched the event a little 
further� The in cident o c cured on 15 July 1965 at Canberra air port. The Lorenzen 
a ccount (1) presents the usual detnils one hears of the event in various 
sources so it is re produ ced here�-

''On July 15 press wires carried the details of the sighting of a mysterious 
glo wing obje ct whi ch hovered near Canberra air port in Australia while the 
�S Mariner s pa ce probe was taking pi ctures of Mars. Press re ports said that 
Canberra offi cials were 'baffled'. The obje ct, s potted by air traffi c control 
cffi cors and

.
other ex pert air craft observP.rs at 10 . 5 0 p.m. hung sus pended at 

about 5 0 0 0  feet for 40 minutes. When an Air For ce plane was sent out to identify 
1�, it zoomed out of sight. In the initial a c count the wire servi ces said that 
chc ex perts were quoted as " wondering" if it was coin ciden ce that the obje ct 
was sighted shortly before nearby Tidbinbilla tra cking station was s cheduled 

to pick u p  Mariner signals. Tho station the report said7 had 'unusual 
diffi culty' in lo cking on to f'lariner at the time. 11 

From this a c count one imagines a no cturnal light sus pended at 5 0 0 0  feet, 
the height being radar determined? whi ch loft when an Air For ce plane 
1nterce pted it. 

Contem porary Australian newspa pers carried more details of the event. 
fhe "Age;' r·lelbourne of 16 July 6 5  re ported�-
" An unidentified flying obje ct Luas sighted by eight peo ple from Canberra 
airfield yesterday morning. The silver metclli c obje ct was seen by civil 
aviation offi cials from the airfield contrcl to wer. 
A s  okesman said the ob'e ct was first seen at 10. 5 5  a.m. and remained visible 
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in the northern sky until 11. 15 a.m. when it disappeared. He said it appeared 
to be hovoring at an unknown height. However it remained for the 20 minutes at 
an elevation of between 20 and 30  degre�s from the ground. 
D C A  and R A AF officials were unable to give 9n offici al explanation of the 
sighting. The eight pe�ple .who saw the ob ject were not available for comment.'' 

The Australian of 1 6  July 65 commented:-

While Earth was looking at Mars, somebody from out there could have been 
looking at us. An unidentified flying ob ject was sighted over Canberra airport 
yesterday morning, and that put it in a position to eavesqrop on Tidbinbilla. 
It was described as a metallic silvery ob ject, hovering in the sky to the 

north-east at an elevation of between 20 to 30 degrees. Air Traffic Control 
staff in the main control tower spotted the visitor about 1 1  a.m. The officer­
in-charge of civil aviation at the Airport, Mr. A.Bo Lindeman saw it too. 
So did Flt. Lt. Weston, the R A AF Base Operations Officer. But the first was 
an air traffic controller, Mr. Tom Lindsey. He was scanning the sky to the 
north -ea st looking for a light aircraft due in from Bankstown. Another 
controller, Mr. A.F. Frodsham said it hung in the sky for about 40 minutes. 
He said it could have been reflection from an aircraft. But there were no planes 
departing from Canberra at the time nor was there any record of other aircraft 
in the area. 
Mro Lindem an said there were definately no civil aircraft in the area at the 
time. " I  don't know what it was. - your gues� is as good as mine." 
Said Flt. Lt. Weston: " It' s hard to say whether it was stationary. At one 
time it seemed to be approaching us but I' m not Sure." 
He had never thought seriously about flying sauriers before, but he supposed 
they were possible. "There. must be a reasonable explanation for it, but I . 
wouldn't like to hazard a guess.n 
Mars paying a return visit? Perhaps." 

From these two newspaper accounts we get a different picture than from 
the Lorenzen account. The event as now perceived is one of a daylight object 
of a metallic coloured appearance, stationary in the NE sky at about 1 1  a.m. 
at about 20-30 degrees elevation. After about 20-40 minutes it 'disappeared' 
but we don' t know the exact manner, i.e. whether one look it was there the 
next it was gone, or whether it moved off and was then lost to sight. 

The one thing which we can apparently be certain about is that it was 
not an aircraft or a reflection from an aircraft. Note that there is no 
indication of the height of the ob ject nor radar confirmation of its 
existence. It is disappointing not to be able to find a well documented and 
well investigated version of the event because in reviewing the case one 
only has the existing information to go on. However even with this limited dat a 
there is one conventional contender which should have been considered at the 
time but app arently was not. 

According to my rough calculations, at 1 1  a.m. on 15 July 19 65 at· 3 0  degrees, 
NE of the Canberra airport would have lay the planet Venus� Just where the 
ob ject is recorded as being observed. Is there any reason to believe that the 
ob ject was in fact the planet Venus? 

The answer is a resounding yes� The ob ject was first picked up by an 
air traffic controller 11scanning" the skies looking for an aircraft. It wasn't 

apparently anything other than a point source in the sky and wasn' t generally 
viewed by hundreds of people. Venus is difficult to see during the day and is 
usually pic�ed up by chance. Once picked up other people can then have it 
pointed out to them. Tho object had the characteristic ''metallic" silver so 
reminiscent of Venus seen during the day. 

The ob ject was apparently stationary. Venus moves at about 15 degrees an 
hour so unless people viewing it are lined up with a nearby stationary object 
they will believe it to be roughly stationary. There could be a variety of 

reasons why Venus might be lost to view. Changing weather conditions e.g. haze 
(no weather details are given in the reports ) , could obscure the planet 

or quite simply in the glare of the Sun once a person looks away they might 
not have been able to find it again. If a R A AF pilot did in fact go aloft, 
looking for a point source in the sky whilst flying a plan� isn' t the easiest 
thing to do. If he didn' t see the ob ject (and the stories from the papers 
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don' t say a plane wen t up), then the story from the ground migh t be tha t they 
�nr� w atching the object, took thGir eyes off it to look at the plane and then 
couldn't find the object again. 

Overall, I bGlieve that the 15 July 1965 C anberr a event w as ex tremely 
poorly investigated at the time and could well have been the planet Venus 
although we will probably never be sure now. Over to anyone who migh t like 
to do an in-depth investigation. I'd like to be proved incorrect bu t don' t 
think I am. 
�J O T E S: 
(1) "Flying saucers the startling evidence of the inv asion from outer space" 

Cor al Lorenzen, Signet, NY 1962,. p age 233. 
------ ------- · ---------- ----· 

Jhe 1965 Canberra Airport "UF011/M ariner IV myth .. 
by Bill Chalker 

On thursd ay July 15th 19657 a 1'glowing white spot" observed in the sky over 
Canberr a, by F airb airn airport tower personel ellicited world-wide controversy. 
P articul arly so, when at about the same time, ne arby the space tr acking 
st ation at Tidbinbill a experienced some difficulty in locking onto the signal 
of the M ariner IV probe then orbiting Mars; before long the following s tory 
w as on the wire services. 
11 Experts are now wondering if it was a coincidence th at the object w as sighted 

shortly before nearby Tidbinbill a tr acking station w as scheduled to pick up 
�"t ariner' s sign als. The st ation h ad unusual difficulty in locking onto M ariner 
at the time ". 

Sever al Americ an writers took this story even further with the net result 
being the suggestion th at thG UF O observed th at d3y ne ar C anberra, h ad somehow 
affected the M ariner IV sign als and h ad in turn substituted im ages remark abl� 

like those of thG surf ace of the moon. The r ation ale of this line of �e asoning 
w as that the UF Os were preventing Earth from le arning the secrets of the 
planet M ars.· 

But upon close inspection this whole story falls ap art. The airport 
towGr personel did inde€d w atch a bright white light in the N E  sky between 
10. 55 a.m. and 11.55 a.m. It appe ared to be station ary throughout this 
obs2rvation. Among the emotive descriptions reported in the press of the d ay, 
1uere descriptions th at should h ave certainly suggested a mund ane cause: 
iVJr. A. B. Lindeman, thG officer in ch arge of Civil Avi ation s aid: 11To me it 
looked like a circul ar light without any beamo It wasn't a pinpoint - you 
didn't need binoculars to see it • 
• • • • •  illhatever it w as it w as not a regular phenomenon. A bright pl anet is the 

only possibility. 1' 
Mr� Paul Todd, b ased on the airport tower as a meteorological bure au officer s ai: 
·' To me the light looked like a steel disc revolving so th at it c aught the 

sunlight. Then when it lost the sunlight it would dis appe ar completely. 
The only queer thing about it to me was th at we were all looking into the sun 
as well". 
The stimulus for the sighting is quite apparGnt when one considers the st atement 
of Dro 6.E Westerlund of Mt. Stromlo Observ atory when he said th at if the 
light w as in the N E  it w as cert ain to be Venus. The medi a compounded the 
problem by introducing spurious inform ation. For ex ample the 1' Sun" mentioned 
how "although tr avelling r apidly (the UF O) w as seen for 20 minutes. " They 
also mentioned th at the object was ·'hoveringn in the northern sky. These errors 

would affect an investig ation designed to elucid ate the n ature of the light 
but they pale into signific ance with the exotic version "s ag a" m ag azine c arried. 
Describing the oper ation at Tidbinbilla, the author - John Keel - indic ates: 

" Then something went wrong� The sign als from the hitherto perfectly oper ating 
s atellite were being j ammed� The technici ans at Tidbinbill a sealed in their 
m ammoth control rooms1 fr antically j abbed at switches and twirled dials. 
SomGthing w as amiss. But what? A desper ate check of all the equipment indi cated 

that everything w as in order. 
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A few milGs: aLvay ·8t the Canberra airport, 6 me?n in the ��aff �c control tow :r 

were fa.cing another puzzle. A strangelly glowing mGtalll.c obJect was hover1.ng 

about 5,000 feet overhead. It was plainly visiblG to everyone on the .ground -
and no-one could identify it .. The men in the tower placed a series of phone calls 
One of them was to Tidbinbilla. Reporters at the tracking station went outside 
for a look. They could SCG the thing ·too, and some of them allegedly took photos 

. of it. ( Although these photos were mentioned in the wire stories, none of them 
was ever released ) then an Air Force plane was sent up to identify the object. 
As the plane neared it, the thing simply disappeared. And once it was gone, 

the signals from f1ariner IV began to pour into the tracking station." 

The story goes on, dripping with conspiratal intent, involving considerable 
literary lisccnce in the presentation of purported fact. Reality is somewhat 
removed from these versions. It appears that the :'UFO" was in fact Venus, which 
at the time would have been prominent in the NE sky. Many people db not realise 
that Venus, usually associatc;d with the label ;'the evoning star11, can on 
occassions be seen during daylight hours. Its daylight appearance has on many 
occassions led to low-wC?ight "UFO reports11 (e. g. Taree 19 72 ) Atmospheric 
conditions such as hazo would have made the planet look like an opa�ue disc, 
and the shimmering reported by the observers could have been accounte� for by 
shifting of a bank of haze. All confirmed accounts indicate the "UFO" was 
st?tionnry. As for the "ominous effect11 onthe f'lariner IV signals, the facts 
will show the spurious nature of this clnim. Tho alleged ;'delay" did not take 
place during the sighting period (10.55 am - 11.15 am ) but occured after that 
period namely at about 11.35 a.m. Tidbinbilla was schGduled to "acquire1' 
1"1ariner' s signal at 11 .. 35 a.m. Shortly before its re--emergence Pasadena control 
sent 5 different predictions as to .the point at which �lariner would re-emerge. 
The final one which arrived 5 seconds before Mariner IV was due to reappear 
proved successful, but Tidbinbilla did not get a firm fix and made contact on 
a 0sideband". Because of this it did not receive the full scientific information 
from the spacecraft •. This contact had to be brokc:n and a "fix11 had to be 
re-established. An hour latc:r, Tidbinbilla was prep<Jring to lose Mariner contact 
as the probe was sceduled to mo0e below the Martian horizon. Tidbinbilla should 
have lost tho signal at precisely 12.24 p.m. when it was sc8eduled to pass 
behind ��rs for 52 minutes, 32 seconds Instead something caused the Mariner 
craft to slow down from its 11,500 mph The probe took more than 7 minutes 
(7  minutes 12.4 seconds to bG precise ) before it finally did pass out of range. 

Uhen it then reappeared, it 1·1as some 8 minutes late. Neither of these delays 
were coincident with the Canberra Airport personel and the cause of the latter 

effect (which may have beGn due to planetary gravity ) does not concern us here. 

This affair cautions us to tread VGry warily in any investigation. 
Media distortion must always be kept in mind �ith such volatile situations. 
Just as Allan Hendry's excellent book, 'The UFO Handbook' indicates things are 
not always as they seGm. 
Re fer enc es � 
nsun" Thursday July 15 1965 pg.ll, Doily Telegraph, July · l6 1965, Canberra Times, 
July 16, 1965, 11Sun.-Herald11, July 18, 1965. "Sydney f·iorning Herald", July 16,1965. 
i'The Sun", July 20, 1965. AP ( Canberra ), "suga" see Pix People, pg 32, June 24 
1967. See also i'Sunn July 20, 1965 and 'iSMH0 July 21, 1965 for details of 
further Canberra reports of July 19 and 20. Several UFO books including 
·'Flying Saucers-Here and Now11 by F. Edwards" & ·'Flying Saucers are Hostile�� 

by B. Steiger & J. Whritonour have unfortunately perpet�ated this UFO /Mariner 
myth. 
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Selecting the Best Australian UFO Cases by Michael Hough, Ph D. 

One resolution at U FOCON 5 ( Canberra 198 0 )  was that ACU FOS  gather documentation 
on the best A ustralian U FO cases, inspect this data and compile a document. 
ACUFOS investigators could then concentrate pn these cases (when time is 
available for retrospective investigation ) - thus maximising new knowledge about 
UFOs. This document could then be produced in support of research grant proposals. 

It was agreed that selection of the best cases be based on the following 
guiding principles� 
1� The U FO event happened within Australia or an Australian territory, or in 

ne�rby international waters. Papua New Guinea is included, even though. it became 
independent in 1965 . 

2. The cve�ts selected should cover the broad spectrum of the U FO phenomenon 
(C E 3 , C E21 .CE1, D D, NL ) .  But e mphasis should be placed on instrumented sightings 
and physical traces, i. e. on cases least subject to witness misinterpretation. 

3. The exact number of cases selected is not important. But all should be well 
documented (or have potential to be so ). The ideal case would have independent 
reliable witnesses, be of long duration, and had been investigated initially 
LJithout delay. 

The following 14 reports were judged to most closely fit the above criteria: 

(1) PORT �IORESB Y  D D  (P H OT O ), 195 3 , noon. r�r. Drury, Deputy Director of Civil 
Aviation (Papua N . G . ) ,  filmed a disk that rose out of a cloud, turned abruptly 
�nd zoomed off at spoed. He sent the film to the RAAF, who sent it to the U . S . 

for analysis. The film was returned to Drury with the best frames missing. 

'2) GOuL BU RN RADA R -V ISU AL, NSw 3 1/B /54 ( 21 30 ) . L t . O '  Farrell was flying a 
Sea F ury fighter to Now·ra. Bright spinning lights appeared off both wing tips. 
�Ddar on the plane, and at Nowra naval airbase both picked up blips close to the 
plane. Navy fViinister Francis confirmed the sighting on 17/12/54. 

(3 ) BOI Af�I fViiSSION C E1 ( CE3 ?) , PAPUA, 26 /6/5 9  ( 2 -ihours ) and 27/6 ( 1hour ) . 
On the first night, Rev. Gill and 37  Papuans saw a bright light approach. It 

hovered; a blue light shone out at intervals. Men were seen moving on the top deck. 
The next night, the U FO oscillated when lit up by torch, and the UFO men waved 

back at the observers. 

(4) CRESSY CE1, TAS, 4/10 /60 , 18 10 (2 minutes ) . Rev Browning, his wife and 
other independent witnesses saw a cigar (l OOm long ) slowly fly by and pause. 
Several small discs shot out of clouds and approached the mother ship. All craft 
:�hen reversed and moved into clouds. The R AAF explanation was moon rise and 
squally clouds. 

(5 ) � I LLOw GROV E ,  NEAR MOE, V I C ,  CE2/EM , 15/2/6 3 ,  0 70 0 .  
Mr. 8rew saw a spinning disc descend and hover over a tree and nearby magnetic ( ? ) 
rock. �nimals became agitated and refused to walk over the spot for a year. He 
got a migrane. CSIR O visited the site. The RAAF explanation was a tornado. 
( Brew 's son only heard a bull-roarer noise ). 

ETON R I DGE , QL D, C E2, 24 /5 /6 5, 0 005  ( 30 minutes ). 
1\r. Tilsc ( JP and a former pilot ) and two others saw a disc hover over trees, 
�ighting up the ground. The UFO moved about, approaching the hotel twice 
��s close as 200m ) . The witnesses and police later found a flattened browned 
=rea of grass 15m in diameter. 

,7) JOUGAINV I L LE REEF, OFF QLD, C E1 (PHOTO ), 28 /5 /6 5,  0 325 .  ( 10 minutes ) 
.r. CJrr, pilot of an Ansett DC 6 Brisbane-to-Port fVtoresby flight, and two crew, 

3�w a round ball with vapour trail pace the plane. He took photos. These and the 
0CA tapes from Townsville airport were allegedly seized by the Government. 

(3) EURAI"lO, NEAR TUL L Y, QLD, C E2, 19/1/66 ,  0 90 0 . fV1r. Pedley saw a spinning 
abject rise with a loud hiss out of Horseshoe Lagoon. He found a flattened nest 
of dead, uprooted reuds (lOm in diameter; swirled clockwise ) floating in the 
�2goon. The R AA F  suggested a willy-willy or water spout. 
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(9) BU RKES FL AT, VIC , CE2, 4/4/ 66 ( c l9 5 0) .  Bus i n e s sman Mr. Su l li van saw  a c o n i c a l  
l i g ht in a field .  As he  dro ve by ,  th e h e a d l i g h ts o f  the car bent in  the d irection  
of  the l i ght. On ly' q u i ck thi nkin g p revented a cras h .  T w o  n ig hts later, Mr. Toylo-r 
d ied i n  a car crash  at the s ame  s ite . N ext day , S�l livan and  a rep orter fo und 
a un u s u a l  dep re s s i on in th e p addock  ( co n firmed by  p o li c e.) 

( 10 )  C LA YT ON, VIC , CE27 6/4/ 667 c l lOO  ( 20 min utes ) . Science tea cher  Mr. Greenwood 
and many stu d ents at �esta ll  H i g h  Sc hoo l  s aw a s i lver o bj ec t  move a bout the 
s ky an d d es cend  beh ind  trees. I t  rose  and  p layed tag with severa l lig ht aircra ft. 
A loc a l  m an an d s tudents later fo und  a flattened are a  o f  grass ( lOmin d i ameter) . 
T h e  man  a l leges he was o rdered from the s ite by ' the  mi litary' . S o on a fter 
the field was b u rn t  • .  

( 1 1 )  WOOON G A, VIC , CE3 , 2 4/8/ 67i 1700 ( a  few minutes ) . A mototcyclist,  22 , 
was eng u l fed by  a white f lash.  He  saw  a d i s c  hover n e ar the gro und, 30m away.  
Two figuros , c lad.in s i lver s uits with fish bow l h elmets beckon ed , and  step p ed 
forward .  H e  s p ed o f f i n  p an ic .  T h e  o b j ect  fo l l ow ed his  bike. 

( 12) KAR AWIN �,A ,  VIC , CE2 , 2 5/ 9/76 ,  2 320 ( 7  m in utes ) . F o ur p ers ons in a car saw  
a f las h i n g  red o b j e ct in a fie ld . It  too k  o f f ,  h overed, an d s low ly f lew awa y .  
The w i tn es s es d ro ve �fter i t  unti l  the lights sw itc hed o�f. Later , a b ro wn area 
( 30m i n  d i ameter an d devoid o f  hay )  was found  at th e li fto ff site. Th e s ite 
had  not  been stro n g ly hpated or irradiated ( thermo lumines cent s tudy) . 

( 1 3 )  BE� B O YD N ATION AL PAR K, N SW, DD ( FILM) , 2 3/10/76, 160 0 (minutes ) .. 
T hree youths  on  a c li ff-top saw  s e vera l  discs  hoverin g out to sea.  They took 
a m ovi e. fi lm an d '  sti l l  p ho tos , an d th en thGy turn od to  fi lm th e e c lip se ·o f 
the s un .  A fter the ec lip s e  h ad p asse d , th e U FOs were n o  lon ger in s i g h t. 
GSill comp u te r  enh an c em en t  fai led to iden ti fy the imag es . • 

( 14)  ORA� GE,  NS�, CE2,  26/5/77, OOOO e  On  h eari n g  an ima l nois es , a yo uth saw  
l i ghts on th e gro u n d  90 m away  from tho h o us e .  H is mother ( investigatin g )  s a w  
a n  o b lo n g  ora n g e  g low conta i n in g  ' w i nd o ws '  movi n g  o ver a h i l l� L ater , fo ur  
i n d e ntati o n s  arranged  i n  a trapezoid w ere found at th e .site. T he s ite had  
n ot been  stro n g ly h e a ted  or irrad i 3ted . 

Other U FO events o f  n ote montioned were: ( 15 )  Boy up Brook w . A .  CE2/carstop , 

s i n g le witn es s  ( 1967) ; ( 16) Franksto n Vie CE3 ? ment�l commun i cation/rep eater 
ps yc h i c  s i n g le witn ess  ( 1972 ) ;  ( 17) �JW Cap e  WA C E1 m u ltip le mi litary witnesses  
( 1973 ) ; ( 18 )  rlt. rl3gn et-�leekathara WA f lap ( 1973 ) ; ( 19) Tyrin g ham NSuJ f lap 
( 1973 ) ;  ( 2 0) Kimba  SA CE3 m u ltip le indep endent witn e sses imagery case ( 1973 ) ;  
a n d  ( 21 )  N eb o  QLD CE2 ( 5  witnesses;  detai led RAA F  study  o f  tra ce) . 

C OMMENTS : Not on e o f  the 14 rep orts in th e main list can be consi dered water­
tig ht ,  p arti c u larly in terms o f  d o c um ents currently avai lab le to ACU FOS. 
In s ix cas Gs , th ere i s  on ly a s i n g le witn e s s  to thr m8in  vis ual event ( 1,2, 5,8,  
9,11 ) ,  i .e. th e comp lete details o f  th e vi sua l event are not indep enden tly 
c hecka b le. O f  th es e ,  5 ( Moo) an d 11 ( Wo d o n ga) arc weakest as �vi d en ce. T h e  
o ther 4 c ases are o f  more va lue  e ither because  the s in g le witn es s  i s  h i g h ly 
reliab le , or  b e c a u s e  p hys ic a l tracGs or  3n i nstrumen ted readin g  was re corded.  
illo d o n g a  was c h o s en as rep resentative of  an en tity case , an d Moe because of  the 
p hys i o lo gi ca l  e f fec ts ;  there s eems to b e  n o ne in  th ese  categori es better 
d o cumen ted  in  A ustra lia. 

N ote th at no W A  o r  SA case is  i n c l ud ed in the main list. N or is  an y cas e  
between 1968 a n d  1975 .  By contrast in two s ets o f  cas es ( 6-7 an d 9-10) o ne 
even t took plac e 1.uithi11 dC:�ys nf t.ht) nthPr and  in the same state. 

I welcome c om ments on  the a b o ve s e lection , or o f  cas es mis sed , by J un e  3 0  
( c/- P.O. Box 54 6 Gos ford 22 5 0.N SJ) . Please  advise m e  i f  you h ave sign i fican t 
d o cumen tation  on a n y  o f  th ese cases  in your fi les;  and i f  you a re w i ll i n g  to 
h e lp write up i n d i vi d u31 cases  for the ACU FOS  doc um en t. 

· 

SOU R CES: ( A ) The  1 0  r•lost Re li ab le Si g h tin gs  o ·f  U F Os Ever Rep orted i n  Australia . 
In ' Th e  A ustra li an Boo k  o f  L ists ' ( M.Mo rton -Evan s )  � C asse ll  pap erback ( 1980 )  
(B) Ba sterficld K. ( 1978) A Sou rc e  Cotalo g  o f  Hustrolasian  U F O and R e lated R ep orts 
( 5 3p )  U FO ResGa rc h  SA I n co 
( C ) Ba s terfield K ( 198 0) An In d ep th Revi ew o f  Australas i an UFO-related En tity 
Re.p orts ( llOp ) ACUFOS Pub li cation  D3 .. 
(D) C h a lker W ( in p ress) C ata log o f  Aus tra li an CE2 c a s es . ACU FOS Pub l i cation 
( E) Pers on a l  Files , A CU FOS Investi gators .  
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, . .J...s"Lori c al Reports i n  A us tra lia  - Part 2 by Bil l  C ho.lker. 

If the "Memorand um B ook" o f  o ne Fred w. Birming h am is  to be believed , 
.1_:h"'n P GrrmnGt ta i n  1868 , p layc:d host to a most  pe culiGr 1'rna ch i n e  to go  thro ugh 
..... ai r·;. rjr . Bi rmi ng ham , . a l o c a l  s urveyor dc:s cri bed h o w  o n  the nig ht of  J uly 
25th, 186 8 ,  a fter a s trange p ro c e s s io n  of Visiqns , he  o bserved an 1 1  ark" 
moving s lowly thro u g h  th e s ky. The o bje ct movc:d in an hori zont�l mariner , ·th en 
�3�� 2 rap i d  des cent in the op p o si te di rection, fina lly c�rving to the eas t. 
lhc: s urveyor then felt a :•p res ence:" - a " s p irit" - beside him , whi c h  "app eared 
l i ke a neutra l tint shade:  a nd the shap e of  a man i n  h is us ual frock  ·dress " . 
According to the: at;:c o unt , th is  1 1 s p i rit" allc:gedly asked of Birming h am , 
;'riave yo u a des ire or do yo u wis h to enter up on  it ( the ark) t·' Birm ing h am rep lied 
in the affirmative and  b oth were carried gc:n tly thro u g h  the uir to whe re the 
o bject h ad landed in nc:orby Parramatta Park. T h e  "p eculiar s hap ings " of the " ark'' 
( as h e  re fer re d to i t) were 11 we 11 imp ressed'1 on  B i rm i ng ham's m±nd . 11• • •  The co lo ur 
s�emed to b le nd with faint ,  flitti ng s hades of s teel blu e  bc:low and appearing 
trem u lous a n d  like o ne m ight  term magnifi e d  s c a les  on  a large fis h  • • •  ( but without) 
the s h ap e of  anythi ng that has  life. ' '  The 1 ' sp irit11 led the way , i nto a room on the 
'ork·11 w h i c h  Birming h am d escri b ed as a 1 1 p i lot ho use".  In this room thore was only 

� la r g e ta b le ,  11.1ith sp o.c e  a l l  aro un d  it. The " sp irit" g ave th e surveyor s ome 
pap ers , s aying: "It is  a b s o lutely necessary that you sho u ld know these  things , b ut,  
you c an s tudy them as yo u go on" . H e  saw on ly one p ag e ,  wh i c h  contained the 
oquation , V=550 + (500�), and thc:n rea lisc:d tho.t he was alone. Birming ham then 
s Jid, :'.:)o I fell, I s up p ose , i nto my us ua l s le ep ing s tate: ,  � aking  next morning , 
dec:p ly i mp res s ed with th at  vis i o n o f  the n ig h t  .. . . o11 S ome ti� e later , in January 
18 69, w hile tryi ng to s o lve an eng ineerin g  p ro b lem ,  B i rm ing ham was s urp rised to 
find in a b oo k ,  the equati on h e  had  s ee n  s i x  months earlier ,  in th e strange " ark". 
�hile this  curi o us a c co unt may  s eem rid i culo us , asp ects of it are germaine to 
tht.: con temp ora ry U FO c laims of  l• co ntact ' .  ( 7) 

In 18 79 , l"lr. S. Wors lc:y C lifto n ,  C o l lector  of C ustoms at Freemantle, W. A . , 
forluarded the fo l lo wi ng. ac count of a "remurkab le m eteor" to R.J . Elleig , of th e 
f',·;l':Journe o bs ervatory. Ell e i g  in turn p a s s ed it on  to ;'Nature;' , w h i c h  p ub lis hed 
the rep ort in th e i r  J une 5th,  18 79 editio n ( Vo l . 2 0 , p g. 1 2 1) .  The e vent o ccurred 
on February 1st of the s ame year.  
il,� sma 11 b lack c loud o n  a c lea r do.y app eared in the eas t  travel ling not very 
sw iftly tow ards the: NuJ, wh i c h  b u rst into a bal l of  fire with an app arent d i s c  
the s i ze o f  the fu ll  mo on , b lood-red in  colour; I t  left. a train of b lack o r  
d a rk- c o lo ured vap o ur acro s s  the h e3vens wh i c h  was vis i b le: for t o f  an h o ur .  No 
s o und wo.s h eard , s ky perfectly c le ar, and the: th ermometer ,  100 degrees F, in 
th e: s hade:. " (B) 

The fo llowing ac count may not b e  re lc:vant to th e U FO subjc:ct , but it has 
b een i nc lud e d  b e cause of frequc:nt inc lus i o n  of the s tory in  a num ber of U FO books 
non e  of w hi ch h ave docum e nted it  i n  an y detai lo T h irteen mc:m bers of  the crew of 
the: :r H . f'i .S. t3acc hante1 1 saw 1 1 a strange lig ht, as if  of a p hantom vessel a l l  ag low ' ' ,  
at 4 o ' c lock  on the morning of  J une 11th , 18 81, whi le o.t sea between Mc:lbourne 
and Sydne y. T h e  eeri e encounter was  recordc:d by on e of  the mids h ipmc:n - none 
othe r  than the D uke of York ( wh o  later rei gne d  as Ki ng  Geo rge  of E ng land from 
1910- 1936 ) - in a di ary , and can be fo und in the book, " Crui s e  of the Bacchante" 
3 work comp i le d  from th e journals of King Gc:o rg e. Th e D uke of  York was serving · 
wi th his  broth er ,  Prince. A lbert Vi ctor , o n  H .ri.S. Bac ch ante' s rou nd -the -world 
voyug e betw e en 18 79 and 188 2. The s trange light has bee n d es cri bed as a 
"phantom s h ip " or  a 1 1Ce les ti a l  o b ject�' . H ere is  the a c c ounto D ecide for yours e lf 
wh.:;t it was:  
· ' In the m i ds t  of the red li g h t , the masts ,  sp ors and s ai ls of  a b ri g  two hundred 
yards di stant s tood  o ut in  strong re lief as s he c�me up on  th e p o rt bowo The 
looko ut in the forec astle rep o rted h er as c lose to th e bow , whi le a lso  the officer 
of the watc h  from the b ri d g e  c learly s a w  hc:r.  So di d the quarter deck mids hipman ,  
�ho w as s ent forward at o nc e  to th e fore castle; b u t  o n  arri ving was n o  vestige 
or sign  of  any materi a l  sh ip.  The night  was c lear and the s e a  c a lm.  Thirteen 
p ers ons a ltog ether saw h er. T w o  oth er s h ip s  of the s quadron ,  the T o urma line and 
the Cleop atra , wh o were off o ur sta rb o ard b o w ,  s ke d  w heth er we had seen the 
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s tr a n g e  rod  l i g h t . "  ( 9) .  

Dur ing  t h e  18 90s , 1 ' g h o s t  lig h t s 1 1  Lue r c: fr e q u en t l y  o bs e r v ed mov ing  a lo n g  
t h o  r oads an d a bo ut th e co u n t r ys ide  in  S ou t h  Austr alia . Farmers  at  Orr o r r o  and

. C or n i s h  cop p er  miners  a t  M o on t a , o ft en mistook  t h e s e  sma l l , detatched  lights  
for  b i c yc le lamp s at  a distance . But  on ce  thwy  wer e o bs erved at  c loser  range y 
o n ly a wh i t e  li g h t  s o u r c e  cau l� be dis cer n i b le e Somet imes , two lights  co u ld 
b e  s ee n  t ogeth e r . Man y a t temp ts  w e r e  made  to  cat c h  t he e lusive  lights  as t he y  
mov e d  abo ut  a t  fen c e  lev c l a  T he s e  at temp ts  were  n o  more  s uccess ful  th an t h e y  
a r c  t o da y .  A ft e r  a f e w  year s , t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  e lus i v e  l i g h t s  in  t hi s  r emot e 
a r e a  o f  S out h A us t r a li a  s e emed t o  di e o ut .  ( 10 )  

A n  ant e cd o t e  han d e d  down w i t h i n  a farming  fam i ly ,  t o ld o f  an ext raor din a r y  
U FO s t or y , a l le g ed t o  h�v e o cc urred  i n  18 93 � in cent r a l  NSJ . A farmer  c la i med 
t hat a s a ucer  - s hap ed a e r i a l  o bj e ct landed  in  a p addo c k  on  his  p rop e r t y . 
As h e  app r o a c he d  t h e  o bj e c t , a man in  s t r a n g e  c lo t hing  emerged from i t .  T he farmer  
wa lk e d  t owar ds th e  b ei ng - p erhap s makin g s om e  s o r t  o f  t reat ening  gest ure  - and  
the  s t ranger  s ho n e  s ome kin d o f  t o r ch at  him .  Th e farmer  was  t hr own t o  the  
g r o un d  an d was s t unn ed . U h en h e  r e g ainod con s c iousness , t h e  man and t h e  o bj e ct 
h a d  gon e . H i s  hand , wher e t h e  t o r ch b0am had hit him , was  a lleged ly p a ra lysed 
for li fe .  Bi � za r e  as t he s t o r y  s eems , simi lar encoun t e rs wit h  U FOs wou ld be 
r ep o r t ed in t h e  years fo l lowin g ill or ld J ar I I , man y o f  w hi c h  wo u ld be well  
d o cumen t ed . A s  far  as do c umentat i o n  for  t his  p �r t i c u lar s t o r y  is concerne d , th e 
d et a i ls w e r e  p as s e d  o n  t o  t h e  lat e Or . Mirian L indtner , a P r e s ident  o f  t he 
� FO I n v e s ti g a t i o n  C ent r e  ( now  known as U FO Res ear c h  rJ SU ) and  n o  r e cords  o f  i t  
h o v e  b e en oxtant  a ft er h i s  accident a l  deat h i n  G erman y  durin g A ug ust 1 969 . ( l l) 

D ur in g  19 02 � t h e  mon t h  o f  N ov ember  p la yed host  t o  an in c re d ib le a r r a y  o f  
1 1  fir e ba ll 1 1  r ep o r t s  t hr o ug ho ut m u c h  o f  east ern  A ustr a li o. .  1 1  An e le c t r i c a l  
f i r e  ba ll 1 1  s t a r t e d  a fi r e  neGr t hG s ha ft o f  t h e  new  B G r ambag i e  m in e , a man in 
H ar r i s  P ar k  in S ydn e y  was knocked  un cons c i o us an d le ft p ar t i a l ly p ara lysed 
when a " fi r e b a l l n  e xp loded a bov e him an d fir e balls  t hG s i z e  of  houses wer e  
r ep o rt ed from man y  �i f fe r ent  locat i on s . Th e fo l l owin g  r ep ort o f  N ov ember  
2 0t h , was p ro ba b ly  t h e  mo st in t e r es t i n g  of  t h at p e r io d .  It  app e ar s  t o  desc ribe  
a . ; d a y li g ht d i s c ; 1 • At 9 . 2 7  3m , " a  r emGrkab le p hen om enon was witn essed  in  the  
heav ens  b y  Mr . Gr i f fit hs , t h e  assist ant  ast r on om e r , an d other s 1 1 , at t h e  Adelaide  
O bs er v a t o r y o  ; ' T wo o f fi c e rs w r: r r: t aking  weat her  observations , when  they  not i c ed 
a b r i l li an t  g lo b u la r  light  hav ing  a p lan e t a r y  dis c .  I t  ap p eared � SE ,  at an 
a lt i t ud e  o f  a b o u t  45 d e g r �es . I t  mov ed s low ly n o rt hwar ds , p assin g with in 15-2 0 
d e g r e e s  . o f  t h e  s un , and  was br i g ht ly v i s i b le t i l l  9 . 3 1 - 4 m in ut es in a ll . 
r : :b . G r  i f fi t h s , who  o bserv ed it for a m in ute , s t at es t hEJt  it covered  a b o ut 
2 0  d e gr e Gs o f  an  arc  in  th at time . Th e obj e c t  ap p e ared  like  V en us does w he n  
i t  i s  at i t s  great est  bri l lian c y  s oon a ft e r  s uns e t .  Mr o Gr i ffiths lost s i g ht 
o f  t hG m e t e or i c o bj e c t  at an a lt it ude  o f  45 Degr e2s above  th e hori zon . Ot her 
� bs e r v e r s  say it t r av e l led  at least  90 d e g r e es and was lost s ight  o f ,  in t he 
g r e at g la r e  o f  t h e  s k y .  � h e n  it  was near  t o  t h e  p r i me v e r t i ca l it became 
e lon g a ted  and  t ook  an e l lip t icn l form , t he lon g axis lying s outh to  n or t h , "  ( 12 )  

F or a fGw �eeks  d u r i ng J u ly an d A ug us t  190 9 ,  in N ew Z ea lan d and t hen  
Aust r a lia , a wav e  of  n n e r i a li t i s "  - s i g ht in gs of  unus ua l noct urna l li ghts  and  
· · a i r s h ip s i i - o c c ur od . O bs er vat i ons  werG  p art ic u la r ly in tense  in N C? w Z e G land,  
w i t h  ' 1 a i r s hip  op e r a t o r s 1 1 b e i n g  r ep ort Gcl at  K c lso , Gore , Kaikora , P oi nt !Vio lyn eux , 
C li n t on an d Mar lbor o u g h  JOUnd . Th e Gor e r ep ort took p lG c e  on J uly  30 t h .  At 
a b out  5 a . m . , 2 men workin g  on the 3 yn di c a t e  N o . 2  d�edge  on  a r i v er in  the  
J a ikaka  V a lle y , a few  m i les  n o rth  of  G or e , o b s erv ed s t r an g e  lig ht s  app r oa ching  
t hr o u gh the  mist . Th e mGn c o u ld m�ke  out  a n a rrow  bo at -s hap ed aeria l cra ft ,  
wit h  two  fig u r es s i t t i n g  in  it . Th e o b j ect circ led t h e  dredge  sev era l timGs , 
m akin g n c ur i o u s  an d seemi n g ly imp ossi b le man o e uv r es . "  I t  wou ld t r av e l  at  sp Ged  
c hen . s u�den ly d e c e lerat e .  E v en t u a lly  it  disap p ear ed into  t h e  mist , leav i� g 

a ye l low  g la r e  b e hin d . ( 13 )  

( To b e  c o n t in uGd  i n  n e xt i s su e ) . 



( 12 ) 

T h e r e  has  b ee n  lit t le for t h e  Austra li an E nt i t y  S t ud y  G r o up t o  do d ur in g 
t h e  las t  twe lve mon ths  o wing  t o  t h e  lack o f  s u ch r ep orts  oc curing/being  reported  
_ J. ·L , 1 i l l ' us t r'a l i a o  If  th e r e  are  any  rep orts  k nown t o  ACU FOS m ember organisations  
t he A ES G  wo u ld certa i n ly like t o  h ear fr om y o u  c/o 3 P a rk L ake Dr ive  � yn n  V a le S . A . 

As  you  wi ll p r o b a b l y  b e  a wa r e  a s e r i e s  o f  n in e  1 1 C as e  D o cumonts ' ' was 
p r ep ar ed and p ub li s hed  i n  19 78 -8 0 by the AE S G . Thes e p r ov i d e d  detai ls of both  
o ld Gn d cur r e n t cas es for d is s em i n a t i o n  of  the  facts  c on c erni n g  the  e v ents . 
C op i es o f  t h e s e  2re  n o w  on ly av ai lab le as p ho t o c op i es , d u e  t o  t h e fi nish  o f  
th e or i g i n a l p r int r un o  

Th e last  ma j o r undert aking  o f  the  g r o up was t h e  p r oduct ion o f  " An in d ep t h  
r e v i ew o f  H Us t r a lasian  U FO r e lat ed ent it y rep o rt s 1 ' , b y  K c= ith  B as t er fi e ld , 
wh i c h  was p u b li s h ed b y  A Cu F O S  i n  J un e  1 98 0 . Th i s  work r c= v i e w e d  t he co l le ct io n  
o f  1 0 5  en t i t y  cas es a n d  c o n c e n t r at ed o n  p r o v i d i n g  d e t ai �s o n  6 7  t yp e  A ev ents . 
T og e t h er wit h an  a n a lys i s  o f  t h e  6 7  rep or t s , t his 1 10 p a g e  d o c umc=n t is curre n t ly 

_ _ �'!.�i la b lE: fro_m A CU _F_O_§_� _ _o�_d e r  n um_�£_�_ D 3 , pr i c E? Al::!_�t r ? l�_9-�-�� �-- -·---

U F O �eSg§tf h A us t r a l i a  N ews let t er - (U F O R AN ) . 

U F O R e s e ar ch Aus t r a li a  N e ws le t ter is 8 mag a zi n e  p r e s en t i n g  t o  t h e p ub li c  
t h o r o u g h ly r e s e a r c h e d  n r t i c les o n  ev e r y  p o ss i b le a s p e d t  o f  U F O  resea r c h  an d 
c omp lot e d o c umen tat i on o f  s ighti n g s  i n c lu din g c o n s t r u ct iv e  s p e c u lat i o n o  
T h e  s er i o u s  m i n d e d  r es ea r c h er i s  p r o v i d e d  wi t h  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t , obj e c t i v e  p ub lication  
o ut let . In  the  i n t e r est o f  broaden in g  k n o e le d gc and  out look  on t h e  U FO p henomen a , 
o v e r s e a s  a s x w e l l  as lo c a l  r e s e ar�h ers  are  e n c o ur a g ed t o  s u bm it artic le s for 
p u b l i� a t i o n  c on s i d e r a t i o n .  Th e mag a z in e ori g in a tc=s in A u st r a lia b ut t h r o u g h  
A ust r n li a n  an d o v ersc=as  c o r r esp o n d en t s  fut p r es e nt s  a l l  t h e  n ows on  U FO ev e n t s  
t hr o ug h o ut t h e  wor ld . 

U F O R AN i s  p at r o n is ed b y  inv e s t i g at ors as  a v a luab le s o u r c e  o f  t hor ough ly 
r e s e ar ch e d , an d t he r e f or e c r e d i b l e in format i on t hat  is an  inv a luab le= in gredie n t  
i n  t h e  i n t e rp ret at i o n  o f  g lo b a l  p a t t e r n s . 

L i b r a� i es , s c i e n t i s t s , r e s ea r c h  o r g a n is 8t i o ns , in addit ion  t o  t h e  g e n eral 
p u b li c , s u bs cr i b e  to  the  N ews let t e r  wh i c h  i s  wr it t en i n  u n c omp lic a t ed lan g uage  
t hat can b e  u n d e rs t o o d  by  a l l .  

P ub lis he d  ev o r y  t wo m on t hs , this o f fs et p r i n t e d , h i gh q u a li t y  p ub licat i o n  
c o n t a i n s  n e w s  an d i n for mat ion  t h at is n o t r e a d i ly av a i l8 b l e  t h rough  t he g e n e r a l  
m ed i a .  T he n ews le t t E? r  a ls o  p r ov i d e s  a li b r a r y  r e fer en c e , book  r ev i e w  an d 
t e c h n i c a l a r t i c l e s . 
U F O  R e s e a r c h  A us t r a li a  N e w s l e t t e r  and t h e  A C U FOS  J ourna l ,  t h e  p er fect mat c h  o n  
t h e  A us t r a li a n  U FO s c e n e . 
S u b s c r ip t i o n  e n quir i es for t h e  N e w s l e t t e r :  P . O . Box  2 2 9 P r os p e c t  S o u t h  A us t r a lia 5082  
Rnt es : A ust r a li a  $ 10 ,  Ov e r s e 8s $ 12 ( Aus t ) , p e r year � s ur f ace  mai l .  
P leas e make c h e ques  o r  m o n e y  orders  p a y a b le t o  U FO R E S E A R CH AU ST RAL I A  N EW S L ETTE R . 

·-· ·--- - - ---- -- ---

� e w P u b li c a t i on s  fr om A CU F O S .  

D 7 -HJ S E A R CH O F  A SU BJ E C T : AN AU ST R AL I AN 3 E A R CH F O R  EXT R A-T ER R ESTRI AL I N TELL I G EN C E  
1 45 p ag es $ 10 ( Aust r a lian )  

08 -I N Fu RMATI QN ST O R A G E  AND R ET R I EV AL F OR U FOLOG I S TS - how t o  set  up y o ur own 
in format ion  r e t r i e v a l s ys t em - 52  p a g es $ 5  ( A us t r a lian ) 

hCu F OS B I B� I O G R AP H Y  S E RV I C E  - M e s sage s From Ea rt h ,  b y  J crh n P r y t z • 

O n e  t h eme o f  t h is  Bi b li o g r ap h y  s e r v i ce h 3 s  b e e n  comm u n i ca tion  between  man 
a r.d s om e  a l i e n  " o t he r 1 1 , wh e r e  1 ' o t hc r "  has  t o  d a t e  b e e n  do lp h i n s  and " ar t i fi cial  
in t c l l i g e n c e 1 1 • Anot her  1 1 o t h er 1 1 c o u ld w a l l b e  1 1 o. xt r a t err l.:'str i c l  i n t e l l i g e n c e 1 ' . 
A lm o s t  a l l  o f  w h a t  has  b e en wr i t t e n  a bo u t  con t act an d/or communi cat ion with 
� xt r at err es t r isls h a s  h a d  man on  th e r e c e i v i n g e nd ( i � e o C E 3K , S ET I , e xtr aterrestrial  
i n v o s i on , e t c ) . B u t  man h a s  not  b G? e n  t o t a lly p as s iv e .  A p a r t  fr om " le a k a g e 1 1 i n t o  
sp a c e  o f  t h e  p r o d u cts o f  o u r  t e c�n o lo g y  w h i ch ET I co u ld i n t e r c ep t  b y  acciden t , 
t h e r e  has b e e n  s e v e r a l  a t t emp t s  o f  a d e s i g n e d  n a t u r e  o n  t h e p a r t  o f  mankind  
L O  3dve r t i s e  h is p r esen c e o  This b i b li o g r ap h y  d o c um e n t s  th r e e  s uch  attemp t s , the  
P i o n e c r  10/ 11 p la q ues , V o y a g e r  1/2 r e cordi ng s , an d th e Ar  oci bo  radio  messag e .  



( 1 3 ) 

� 'l_ ; _P_i OJlC C' r__lQ/1 1 P l nqu c s .  

1 )  1 1 An d A f� e s s a g e F r om E a r t h  • • •  " - T i m e  ( Am e r i c a n  ed i t i o n ) , 9 Ap r i l  1 9 7 3 -p . 62 . 
2 )  B u t l e r , S . T . - " H o w  T o  D e c o d e  E a r t h ' s M e s s a g e: "  - T h e  Sydn ey Mor n ing H e r a l d ,  

6 .. . D e c e m b o r  1 9  7 3 • 

3 )  " D e s c r ip t i o n o f  I n t c: r s t e l l a r  !Yi e s s a g c  P l a q u e ; '  - Jh c C o n v e r v a t i o n i s t , 
M a r ch/Ap r i l  19 76 - p . l l . 

4) K r i s t o f f c: r s on , K a r l  E .  - " F i r s t  V o y a g e  t o  t h e  S t n r s "  - R e a d e r ' s  D ige s t  
( A me r i c a n  E d i t i o n ) , S c:p t .  1 9 72 - p . 8 3 -8 7 . 

5 )  M i c h a ud , �1i ch a e l  A . G .  - " I n t e r s t e l l a r  N e g o t i a t i o n 1 1  - F o r e ign S e r v i c e  J o ur n a l  
De c em b e r  19 72 - p . l0 -14 , 2 9 -30 . 

6 )  M i c h a u·d , fYi i c h a e l  A . G .  - 1 1N a g o t i nt i n g  W i t h  Ot h e r  W o r ld s " - T h e  F u t u r i s t , 
A p r i l  19 73 - p . 71 - 7 7 .  

7 )  O z i ck , C .  - " I f Y o u  C a n  R o o d  T h is , Y o u  A r e  T o o  Fa r O u t ' '  - E squi r e , J a n u a r y  
19 73 - p .  74 , 78 . 

8 )  " P i o n e e r  F '  s I n t e r s t e l l a r  �l e s s a g e  t o  t h e  F u t u r e ; ' - S c i e n c e  N e ws , 2 6  
F e b r u a r y  19 72 - p . 135 . 

9 )  : � p i on e e r  P l n q u e  t o  I d e n t i fy S p a c e c r a ft O r i g i n 1 1 - A v i a t i o n  W e e k  an d Spa c e  
& T e c h n� l�1 28 F e b r u a r y  19 72 - p .  13 . 

10 ) P r yt z ,  J o hn - " F i r s t  J o u rn e y 1 1 - U . F . O . I . C .  �J o w s l e t t e r , M a y/J u n e  19 72 p . 2 . 
1 1 ) R i g b y , M a r k  T .  - 1 1 T e l l in g  t h e A li e ns H o w T o  F i nd U s 1 1 - T h e  ( B r i s b a n e) 

C o u r i e r - M a i l , 10 J u l y 1 9 79 � 
12 ) " R o r s c h a c h  in S p  a c e 1 '  - T i m e ( A m e r i c a n  Ed i t i o n ) , 5 J u n e  1 9  72 - p .  6 0 . 
1 3 )  S a g an , C a r l - " A  M e s s a g e: F r o m  E a r t h "  - A s t r o n om_y ,  D e c e m b e r  19 73 - p . 4-8 .. 
14) S a g a n , Car l - T h e C o s m_ic C onn e ct ion � An E xt r at e r r e s t r i a l P e r spe c t iv e  

- O ou b l e d a y ,  N .  Y • .  - l9 73 - .  p . 16 ;: 3_3. . . .. -- · . .  
15 ) S a g an , C a r l o t . a l .  - " A  M e s s a g e  F r om E e r t h 1 '  - S c i G n c e , 2 5  F e b r u a r y 1972 p 8 8 l -8 8 4 , 
16 ) S u l l itt a n , � a lt e r  - 1 1 T o  L ot O t h e r s K n ow W e A r e H e r e "  - T h e  N e w Y o r k  Tim e s , 

2 7 F e  b r u a r y 1 9  72 • 

l 7 )  uJ i 1 e y , J • P 
·

• - " P  os t s c r ip t t o  t h C? J up it e r  M i s s ion ; ' - N a t  u r a 1 H i s t o r y , 
A p r i l  19 72 - p . 44- 45 . 

T h e  V oyage r l/2 R c: c o r d i ngs . 

1 )  " A  M e s s ag e  F o r  T h em . .. .  O r  F o r  U s ? i '  - N a t u r e , 18 A u g us t  1977 - p . 5 77 
2 )  D r u y an , A n n e - " E a r t h ' s G r c: at es t  H i t s 1 1 - T h e N c: w Y or k  T i m C?.s M aga z i n e ,  

4 S ep t em b e r  19 7 7  - p o  12 - 13 .  ( R ep r i n t e d as " E a r t h ' s  M e s s a g e  t o  t h e= G a l a x y "  -
H o r i z o n s  U S A ,  no . 2 6 , 1 9 78 - p . 41 - 43 ) . 

3 )  E b e r h a r t , J on a t h on - 1 ' 0 f f t h e  B o a t � V o y a g e r ' s f· ' c s s a g e �  R e c o r d  R e v i e ws 1'  -
S c i c: n c e  N e w_�-' 1 O ct o b e r  19 7 7 - p . 2 1 1 ,  2 2 1 . 

4 )  E b e r h a r t , J o n a t h a n - 1 1 T h e  W o r ld On A R e c o r d ; ' - S c i e n c e  N e ws , 2 0  A u g u s t  
1 9 7 7 - p . 1 2 4 - 1 2 5 . 

5 )  1 1 N A 3 A B an s S e x  F r om . O u t c: r Sp a c e ' ' - 3 c i c= n c o , 1 6  Scp t ern b o r 1 9 7 7 - p . l l 6 3 - l l 6 4 .  
6 )  R i s c b o r o u g h , D on - 1 1 B a c h  a n cJ  t h e B a y in g o f  D o g s 1 1  - T h e  (Syd n ey) S un -H e r a ld , 

2 5  S e p t em b e r  1 9 77 • 

. 7 )  S 2 g an , C a r l  e t . a l ._ - r'l u r m u r s  o f  E a r t h �  T h e  V o yage r I n t e rs t e l la r  R c: c o r d  
R a n d om H o u s e , N . Y . 19 78 . 

8 )  Sp i v a k , J o n a t h a n  - " A  C o smi c G r e e t i n g  - H c: r e  T o  E t e rn i t y " -
I n t c: r n at i o n a l  H e r a l d Tr i b un e ,  1 A u g u s t  1 9 7 7 . 

9 )  ; 1 V o y a g r? r :  fil u l t ip l a n e t  M i s s i on H a s M os s ag c= "  - S c i en c e N e ws , 6 A u g u s t  1 9 77 p . 8 6 . 
10 ) W i l fo r d , J o h n  N o b l e - " S om e  B e i n g s  O ut T h e r e  J u s t  fYi a y  B e  L i s t en in g "  -

T h e  N e w Y o r k  T i m e s , 4 S e p t e m b e r  1 9 77 .  

T h o  A r e c i b o R n d i o  f\' l e s s age . 
1 )  ' ' F r om E ar t h T o  T h e  S t a r s : ' H e l l o  .. .. .  W e:: ' r e  H e r e ' 1 1 - I n d us t r i a l R e s e a r c h , 

Ja n u a r y  1 9 75 - p . l5 -16 . 
· 2 )  1 1 H e l l o O u t  Th e r e � "  - T i m e  ( A u s t r n li a n E d i t i o n ) , 1 2  D e c e mb e r  1 9 74 - p . 2 8 . 

3 )  1 1 1 H e l lo , ' S a i d  E r: r t h o  'I'; A n y b o d y  T h e r e ? '  11 - §ci en c e  N e ws , 2 3  N o v em b e r  
19 74 - p . 32 5 .  

4 )  L a wt o n , A o  T o  - " C a l l i n g  M 1 3 o n  1 2 .  6 cm - D o  Yo u R e a d 7 1 '  - Sp a c e f l igh t , 
J a n u a r y  1 9 76 - p o 1 0 - 1  2 o 

5 )  " f"l e s s a g e  B e am e d  t o  M - 1 3 1 1 - As t r o n om:x, F e b r u a r y 1 9 75 - p . 6 1 - 6 4 . 
6 )  " fYi e s s a g e  t o  f; l e s s i e r  1 3 ' ' - J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  I n t e rp lan e t ary S o c i e t y ,  

J u n e  1 9 7 5  - p o 43 7- 439 . 



7) f� at ion a l  As t r on om y  an d I on osp here  C e n t r e  - " The Areci bo M es s age  o f  N ov ember 
! 9 74 ' 1  ... I ca r u s , December  1 9 75 - p .  462 - 46 6 .  

8 )  R idp at h , ! an - 1 1 Me s s a g e  to  t he S tars " - N at ur e ,  2 4  J an uary  1 9 75 - p . 2 30 . 

9)  Sa g an , C a r l - " Th e  fV'Iu r murs o f  Ea rt h" - T he N ow York  Tim esMaga zi n e , 7 S ep t em b er 
19 75 - p . 11 1 .  

10 ) S u l liv a n , Wa lter  - " An ten na B e ams Far-O ut �l es s a g e "  - Th e N ew York Times , 
2 0  N ov em b e r  1 9 74 . 

1 1 ) 1 1 To  uJ h om I t  May C on c e r n "  - Ch emis t ry , F e brua r y  1 9 75 - p - 2 1 -22 . 

G eneral  C o v e r age . 
J us t  about  an y book on  t h e  top i c  o f  S ET I/CET I , ETI , and exo bio log y written 
a ft e r  197 7 wi ll  h av e  s ome ment ion and dis c ussion  of the  P i on ee r , V oyager and 
A r e ci bo mes sag es . 
1 )  Davi d ,  L e onard  - " P u t tin g Our  B e st S i g n a l  F orward " - C osmi c  S e arc h ,  S umme r 1 98 0  p 2 - 7 . 
2 )  E d e ls o n , Edwa r d  - �h o G oes The r e ?  S e arc h for I n t e llige nt L i fe in the U n i v e r s e  

D o u b l ed a y , N . Y .  - 1 9 79 - p . 1 3 7- 1 5 1 . 
3 )  R i d p a t h ,  I an - Mes sages Fr om Th e Stars  - F ontan a , G l asgow  - 1978 - p . 1 2 9 - 1 44.  

B I BL I OG R AP H Y  UP D ATE S :  
E x  o b  i o l.E.9.l.!.. 
1 )  G o ldsmit h ,  D o n a ld & O�en , T o b i as C .  - T he Searc h for L i fe in t h e  U niverse  -

B�n jam i n , M en lo P ark , C a li fo r n i a  - 198 0 .  
2 )  ' ' Li fe in Other W or lds " - T he Medical Journa l  o f  Australia, JO Januar y 1 954 -

p . 1 8 3-1 8 4. 
3 )  M a r g u lis , L yn n  - " A ft e r V i kin g :  L i fe o n E a rt h" - The S c i en c es ,_ N ov .  1980 p . 2 4-2 6 , 
4) M as t e r s , P . L . - 1 1 L i fe In Th e U n i v er s e 1 ' - J o urn a l  o f  the  Astr onomi cal  S ociety 

o f  W es t e r n  A us t r a li a , Ma r c h  196 7 - p . 5 -8 ;  Ap r i l  196 7 - p . 2 -3 . 
5 )  W i le y , J oh n  P .  - " S t ars That Ar e P e op led B y  P lasmo b e s , C louds  o f  Dust  As O ur 

N ei g b o r s , an d t he I n v as i on o f  t he B a nd ersn at c h 1 '  - Smit hson ian , O ct o ber 1980 p 3 9 - 46 . 

L i fe I n  The  S o la r  Sys t em : Mars (P ost -V i k ing) 
1 )  Fein b e r g , G C?r a ld & S h ap iro , R o bert - " r·1ars  Tod a y :  The Fa n t as i es o f  H um an it y " -

C urrGnt � J u ly/ A u g us t  198 0 - p . 3 7-45 . ( adap t Gd from " Mars  Today 1 1 - T h e  Scien ces  
Ma y/J un e  198 0 - p . l3- 15 , 2 6 -2 7 . ) 

2 )  G o ldsmit h ,  D & OwGn , T o C .  - op . cit . - p . 2 8 7- 3 0 3 . 
3 )  Z i_s k , S . H o & Mouginis -Mark , P o J  o - 1 1  An oma lous  R e g i on on �: ars : I mp li cat ions 

for N ear -S ur face  L i q u i d  W at e r 1 1 - N at ur e , 1 8/2 5 D e c e mbe r 198 0  - p . 735 - 738 . 

Ca r l  3 agan - A b out . 
1 )  B i ng h a m , R og G r - n c a r l S a g a n :  l""lr . C osmo s "  - Omc:ga , r•1 ar c h/Ap r i l  1 98 1 - p . 7 4- 78 . 
2 )  E d e ls on , Edward - " C a r l S a g an ' s Di lem ma " - T h e D i a l  ( N . Y . Edition ) , Sep t em ber 

1 9 f3  0 - p • 7 ' 11 0 

Spa c e  C o lonies ; 
1 )  f'J o or c: , A . M . G o  - " T h e  Con t r i b ut i o n  o f  P lan e t  En rt h to t h e  Ev o lut ion o f  t he 
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